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NEW ZEALAND  ELECTRICAL INSTITUTE INC.
AUCKLAND BRANCH Incorporating NORTHLAND and NORTH  HARBOUR  Branches

Secretary, C. F. Cowan  PO Box  27-731, Mt Roskill. Auckland 1440
Ph/Fax 09 626 5113  E-mail > charles.cowan@clear.net.nz
NEWSLETTER
2/ 2008
OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON THURSDAY 10 APRIL 2008
PLACE:   The Westwind Cinema, 177 Riversdale Rd ,Avondale ( This is towards the end of Riversdale Rd
on the right ) The entrance is up a drive from the large iron gates and there is plenty of of street parking.

TIME:     7.00pm
PROGRAMME  A roast dinner and a movie- all for $20 a head payable on the night ( cheque or cash only).
This is a BYO function. The theatre only holds 50 people so you will have to be in quickly for a place. Partners and friends welcome. Phone Charles on 09 626 5113 or e-mail charles.cowan@clear.net.nz to reserve your place as soon as possible

PAYMENT:  Cash or cheque made out to NZEI Auckland only. Our Treasure, Christine, will collect your payment on the night.

FROM OUR PRESIDENT:-
Because our previous branch meeting was really interesting I thought I would give a brief overview of it before giving you a very brief summary of a very well organized 72nd Institute AGM and some of the very intense debating that occurred.

 At our previous branch meeting Glenn Hanham, son of Bob Hanham, gave a really captivating talk and practical demonstration of setting up & tuning in a "portable" satellite dish to the Optus D1 satellite (this can very useful if you go camping or have a motor home & still the feel the need to watch TV - but you will not get Prime as Sky owns it & won't give it up. This actually worked inside the room with the dish pointing through the

closed window and low to the horizon. There are many dishes available and most come with a LNB or Loud Noise Bellum (the bit that sticks out in front). I think Glenn said they are priced around $399 (its never $400 is it!?). It is important to use RG6 cable for good signal quality. Also a signal strength meter or satellite finder should be employed (get one from the TV shop or off Trade Me for around $75). You can also get a good decoder off Trade Me or from the TV shop - Glenn was using a Strong 4651X. At 60dB you shouldn't need an inline amplifier. Stations available will be TVs 1, 2 & 3, C4, Maori TV, STRATOS (local & intnl. Programmes), TVNZ Sport, TVNZ6,Parliament TV (but who in their right mind would want to watch that whilst downing a few cold ones overlooking an East Cape sunset?) and CUE. Apparently a couple of radio stations will be added soon. The decoders normally have many features such as Parental Lock, games with stereo sound, Teletext and so on. The particular one mentioned is highly rated for ease of use by Consumer Magazine.

So just point the dish NNW to 316.9deg, adjust the elevation wing nut, get the LNB skew angle set at around 8 o'clock position and away you go.

Overseas there are many more station options using this type of set up as other satellites can be located.

We also discussed some other stuff such as high definition being common now in the UK, EU and North America, and that HD DVD has now been overtaken by Blue Ray. In the future TV will of course be computerised (when broadband gets sorted out). John Lamb spoke of a trip to the USA when his hire car had radio that locked on via satellite to the station of choice, even when way out of what would be that stations usual radio signal footprint - and he could even get TV sound too.

Anyway if you need advice or help phone Glenn (a Sky approved installer, aerial specialist etc) on
 021 413 581.

As usual we had refreshments thanks to Val Cowan and Pam Hanham, and Glenn was thanked by accolade.

72nd AGM & Conference
A main feature was a hotly debated issue, member voting on AGM Remits and Notices of Motion. This is mainly due to the recognition of the changing demographics of our branches and National Members group. Should there be proportional representation by delegation as now, one person at the AGM one vote, or one member one vote by postal and/or by proxy. Council is tasked with investigating the alternatives, but one thing was recognized, that there should be a change towards one member one vote. Also we will be updating our rules a little and moving away from the terminology "financial advisor", this becoming a "suitably qualified person" - our financial advisor is/was our solicitor and this relates to auditing and signing of our financial statement etc. It is more reasonable and applicable to have the books audited and presented as such, and more in line with other institutes etc.

The national council rules for quorum are being updated and instead of "there shall be 3 councillors", we will rule that there shall be "up to four councillors" - in addition to the president, vice president and secretary. So

if only 2 councillors can be found then that is now OK, or of we can recruit 4 councillors then that is now OK too.

Our National Secretary Harold Knight will be standing down later this year .Harold was of course duly thanked for the wonderful work he has done over the past years.

Council will be collating and distributing some reports and information from Southland Branch and 
Reg McLeod in particular, on serious transgressions from the wiring rules etc done by home owners and trades people, and also highlighting this to Ministers and writing to them most strongly. We will also be putting forward ideas to address the electrical accidents that occur with installation of under floor foil insulation.

The national council is status quo, Wade Devine President (Invercargill), myself VP, Harold Knight Secretary (for now), Joe Heappey Immediate Past President, Russell Bailey (Tauranga), Glyn Babbington (Dunedin) and DaveCave are councillors.

Canterbury Branch chose a great venue - the Latimer Hotel in Christchurch -and organized and entertained us superbly, many thanks to all concerned.

 I hope you will all try to make it to the West Wind Theatre, Avondale on the 10th April for our Patron's Night dinner and movie evening. Dave Cave is busy organizing this for us; it is always a really good night out. Please do your best to come along and just relax and have a little fun.

Kind Regards,

Phil Dayson.

WANTED:

As it is the intention of the Secretary to retire at the next AGM in September after 16 years of service to our Branch, expressions of interest are invited from our membership. The position is interesting and not too arduous and would suit a retired member with a bit of time on his hands. If this sounds like something which might interest you, contact the Secretary for more information and details
Don’t forget Dave Cave is still looking for input to our magazine. Let us know if you have anything that may be of interest to other readers.
Are you receiving your regular copy of the Electrical + Automation magazine ?. The last copies were dated December/January 07 and February/March 08 if not contact the Secretary 

If you are receiving this newsletter by post and you do have E-mail facilities please advise the Secretary so the you can be put on our data base and save postage and assist the Branch.
Charles Cowan

Secretary / Editor.
17th March 2008
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