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OUR NEXT MEETING  WILL BE ON THURSDAY 5th JULY 2007
PLACE:  Ellis & Company Ltd (Ellisco), 105 Morrin Rd, Panmure
TIME:   7.30 pm. 
PROGRAMME:  
Ellisco is an importer of Electrical and Mechanical products, and has serviced the industry since 1903.

With offices in Auckland, Christchurch and a local Sales Representative in Wellington we have full cover of all areas in New Zealand.

Ellisco has 7 new divisions

1/  PRODUCTS FOR INDUSTRY

2/  PRODUCTS FOR OEM

3/ PRODUCTS FOR ELECTRICAL WHOLESALERS. 

4/ PRODUCTS FOR WINDOW AUTOMATION.

5/ PRODUCTS FOR SAFETY

6/ PRODUCTS FOR FOUNTAIN AND WATER FEATURES.

7/ PRODUCTS FOR LIGHTING

These divisions enable us to offer detailed and comprehensive support for each division.

We will be promoting Novaris surge & lightning protection, King Innovation, Brady signage and lockout/Tagout and industrial printing systems. Our full showroom will be open for your members to look at our full range of products.

FROM OUR PRESIDENT
What an eye opener our latest visit was. Although the branch has been before, it was my first visit to Jackson Electrical, 18 Gloucester Park Road, Onehunga. The staff turned out in nearly as much force as we the branch members did, and how well they looked after us with refreshments before and after (thanks Jean)!

More of that in a moment, but first I should report official Institute business. The evening commenced with the presenting of the NZEI Gooder Award, by Immediate Past President Joe Heappey, to the person scoring the highest marks in the Electrical Inspector’s EWRB Exam. This was Patrick Watson, ex South African, NZ Citizen and MIT Tutor, with a score of a superb 96%! Patrick received a certificate and $100 cheque. Patrick discussed his history, from the SA Railways, work as a draughtsman, tutoring at MIT, currently still working hands on (he was pulling cable in a trench the previous weekend), to near future plans of working in Tonga and subsequently in Perth. Congratulations and we all wish you good luck Patrick and hope to hear about your future endeavours, please stay in touch and send your interesting stories.

So on with the evening – Jackson Electrical General Manager Terry Daly welcomed the branch and went through the obligatory H&S routine. Then Jim Jackson gave an introductory talk. We learned of the company’s historical involvement with the marine industry, from a current tug boat project to minor sponsorship of Team New Zealand at the Americas Cup in Valencia (Jim was fortunate enough to visit & be entertained by the team).

With branching out into the Australian market very large contracts are possible from time to time with the military and with mining there, supplying hundreds at a time of their now famous “Lifeguard” industrial power boxes in tailor made configurations. Later we learned how this is possible with the foresight of Jim and the innovation and intelligence of his team. This has led to diversity such as producing polyester resin composite products to utilizing glass cutting machinery.

Craig McConnell displayed the wares in the Hire & Service warehouse and explained that over 100 outside distribution boxes and associated cabling were currently in use at Mystery Creek Field Days. Their combination fluorescent lighting and outlet boxes are in big demand particularly in today’s modern apartment construction sites. With long narrow dark corridors the benefits include integral lighting and keeping the leads off the floor. Other outside units have lamp post style lights fitted and are most useful for instance in paddocks and so on. There are units specifically designed to supply container ship reefers that often sit around for several weeks on the docked (and in power saving mode) ships. New ways are constantly being devised to combat thieves who steal cables from the premises and strip them for the scrap copper value (they share this problem with amongst others NZ Generator Hire).

Paul Flett and Alex Kung next conducted a tour of the CNC cutting department. With 1 small and 2 large machines capable of cutting envelopes up to 3m x 3m x 1m high they have diversified and take in intricate work from timber (such as scribe boards for the building industry) to plastics cutting (e.g. shower trays), as well as their own distribution boxes. Not as onerous as you might think as the reprogramming only takes about 1 hour. And of course there is excellent housekeeping and recycling of off cuts. Many polystyrene templates are made for parts for boats and camper vans – even King Kong’s face was moulded here for Peter Jackson’s movie! No relation I might add. In a new project that came about because an Aussie trucker was not happy with what he deemed to be the ugly grills available for his pride and joy rig - over 700 unique truck grills have been made out of plastic which are sent  to Timaru for chrome plating (dipped in copper and then chrome) and then exported to Australia. You can’t tell they are not actually solid metal.

Next was the PLC division. The PLC consultant, William Hakak displayed the unbelievable detail and planning that goes into producing plc control for some of the world’s greatest super yachts. William originates from Baghdad in Iraq and has lived in Libya too, coming to NZ at the tender age of 8. He put himself through Auckland University to gain his Masters in electronics and PLCs (with the expertise he displayed I wouldn’t be surprised if he rewrote the text books). Jim explained the awkwardness of William doing work in Iran for him as PLCs are on a restricted devices list there. Anyway, with impressive PLC arrays, much pre-programming and now vast experience, the team is confident to supply this hardware/software anywhere and to any scale, knowing it will work first time and match or surpass the customer’s expectations. With touch screen control, up to 13 year alarm history and remote access (by client or William), their very wealthy clients rest easy for the 10 months when they are not aboard their super yachts – as they can now monitor the vessels’ activities and be sure the crew is behaving! An example of innovation is the development of convoluted fuel tank calibration during first fill.

And if this isn’t enough, the software/hardware is also developed for use in New York’s public toilets (air con & temperature monitoring/control & use counter), waste trucks and BUS control systems in automotive plants all around the globe.

Durability? Not a problem – a fishing vessel has had one major fire and the PLCs supplied 15 years ago are still going strong.

Bob Davies conducted the tour of the glass fibre department (housed in an adjacent and attached building that was 18 months ago infamous for being discovered as NZ’s largest secret marijuana nursery – Bob & Jim told us of the many secret passages & trap doors they removed during the conversion). The toilet humour came out when we were shown the various toilet seat mouldings; one being reinforced and one being self-cleaning. But again we were in for a real treat when the NZ designed cutting table was displayed. The sheets are held on the table via suction fans and ducts underneath it, and the computer controlled cutter automatically and efficiently cuts out all the various patterns from large rolls of fibre glass. This machinery is made by an individual from the North Shore and originally for sail cloth cutting – there are now 300 worldwide.

Great care is taken to ensure that electrical enclosures are made as smooth on the inside as on the outside, so the sparky doesn’t get fibres embedded in his skin. Some enclosures are made of polyester resin with calcites added to match all weather seasons and to match fire retardency tests the same as for PE products. This is something of a first again and great for the export market.

The tour concluded in the showroom where Bryon Pamplin, Sales Manager, and Mario Skipwith demonstrated products available off the shelf: large trolley mounted Lifeguard units, earth screened construction site cables, marina slave bollards for easy retrofitting, soft wiring systems for offices, plug & play sockets and cables for panel and desk top fitting, ceiling to desk top umbilical cords for data/comms cabling – it’s all here.

So if you need any support, ideas, help and products – you won’t go wrong contacting Jim Jackson & Co.

Check out the website, www.jackson.co.nz or give them a call on 0800 800 309.

Kind Regards to all,

Phil Dayson.

FROM OUR SECRETARY
It was rewarding to have such a good turnout for our last month’s meeting at Jackson Electrical. Thank you members it makes our efforts worthwhile don’t forget visitors are always welcome at our meetings so bring along your workmates or friends.
If you missed our refresher courses this year, or know of someone who does and requires one contact Bob Hanham on 834 6590. or E-mail on rhanham@xtra.co.nz Such courses will be at your own expense.

A bit of advance notice. Our Annual General Meeting this year will be on Thursday 23rd August 2007.

and will be held in the Sports Bar & Restaurant, Alexander Park Raceway as per last year. If you would consider offering your services for our Executive Committee you will be very welcome but you will not be pushed.

We are always looking for venues or ideas for our monthly meetings. Somebody must have ideas. Let us know and we will follow them up.
Don’t forget Dave Cave is still looking for input to our magazine. Let us know if you have anything that may be of interest to other readers.
Charles Cowan

Secretary / Editor.

�EMBED Word.Picture.8���








[image: image2.wmf] 

_1125409134.doc
[image: image1.png]N.Z. ELECTRICAL
INSTITUTE INC.








