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Dear Members,
August was a sad time for our members and the Electrical Industry in general with the passing of Sir Robertson Stewart. Sir Robertson’s death occurred about a week after Sir Angus Tait both of whom were internationally recognised Christchurch businessmen. 

Sir Robertson was not known to be a man that did things by halves, so it was fitting that his  funeral, attended by 2000 or so and held at the Christchurch Cathedral, was a significant event. The service included tributes from his family, music from the Choir of ChristChurch Cathedral and The Oxfords, Organist Paul Ellis and the Christchurch Symphony with Conductor Laureate Sir William Southgate. At the conclusion of the service the Cathedral bells were rung which included the bells sponsored by Sir Robertson that were intended to be rung at his funeral. The day also played its part by being  mild and clear.
Dennis Rich has kindly written the follow article:

Sir Robertson (Bob) Stewart
1913-2007

My first knowledge of Bob was around the time of my high school years when I helped my father in his electrical business. He used to tell me about one Bob Stewart who was his apprentice whilst working for Harry Urlwin of H C Urlwin Ltd, well known electrical contractors of the day. He related many of their exploits of the day and if my memory serves me correctly, both were employed on the old Christchurch Hospital. Both continued to work for Harry Urlwin when he ventured into manufacturing with my father taking an interest in overseeing designing and manufacturing electrical appliances and Bob taking an interest in the “bakelite” plastic side of manufacturing.

At that stage there were new developments in the plastics industry and Harry thought Bob should go overseas to learn the new technology. From there H C Urlwin brought in and installed the first plastic moulding press in New Zealand and started producing plastic components in their Waltham factory.

In 1947 Bob went to work for Plastic & Die Casting Ltd, originally a surplus war munitions factory, and 10 years later raised enough money to buy the company, renaming it PDL Industries Ltd (PDL).

I first was introduced to Bob when I met him as an apprentice having joined the NZ Institute of Electricians, now the NZ Electrical Institute. When he realised I was Hermie Rich’s son, out came the stories of his experience while working with my father. My father apparently had a motor cycle in those days and it was not uncommon for them both to set out for a day’s work with cable secured to the motor bike and my father somehow carrying steel conduit on his shoulder. How Bob traveled is unknown, but he recalls them traveling down an unsealed Papanui Road in this manner.
Bob always expressed respect for my father’s abilities and work ethics and genuinely seemed to regard that part of his apprenticeship as one of his early work highlights. Even when my father retired and in his older years, Bob would keep in touch. His occasional visit to our family home always was a bright moment for Dad.

Bob’s involvement with the Institute began with using it as a testing ground for new products he was developing. Regularly he would bring along to Canterbury Branch meetings and subsequently the Institute AGM’s, new product he was developing or had commenced manufacturing to gauge our responses. In latter times PDL became a major sponsor and contributor at Conferences. Bob was elected on to the Canterbury Branch Executive and became Branch President.
He took a similar interest in the National body being elected to the Council in early 1950’s, becoming National President for the 1958/1959 years. In 1977 he was awarded the Institute’s highest honour, the Martin Smith Citation for his contribution to the Institute and the electrical industry.

Bob never forgot the Institute. He was always willing to attend when asked as a guest speaker, he made PDL available to us to visit and hold meetings, and he continued with his sponsorship in many ways and was nearly always present at our annual “Old Timer’s Nights”. Even last year he turned up with Lady Adrienne’s help, just to say hello to those gathered, but this was the only occasion on which, because of failing health, he didn’t stay for the dinner. (Editors note. Our members did appreciate meeting and chatting with Sir Robertson when we visited the Stewart Museum in March this year).
Bob had many other interests and is also well known for his interest in traveling and motor racing. His PDL Mustang was a legend and helped put PDL on the map. He was also a President of the Canterbury Manufacturer’s Association and led many successful trade missions overseas. He even had a stint as a Christchurch City Councillor.

He was made a Knight Bachelor in 1978.

I think the number attending his funeral spoke words of the very high regard in which he was  held. He was a bit of a character, very forceful in promoting his product, particularly why his product was better than the oppositions. His products were always innovative and well engineered. His success story is one to be envied by many and a challenge to copy.

I consider myself privileged to have enjoyed his company on many occasions and always appreciated the friendly advice he from time to time offered. 

Our condolences go to Lady Adrienne, his son Robert (Skope Industries) and all the Stewart family members.

Farewell Sir Robertson. Rest in peace.

Contributed by Dennis Rich
THIS MONTHS MEETING

DATE:
WEDNESDAY 26th SEPTEMBER 2007 






TIME:

6.00pm (Note early start)

VENUE:
SKOPE Industries Limited. 66 Princess Street, Christchurch 8041

HOST:
Robert Stewart, chairman of SKOPE
ACTIVITY: 
Factory tour first of SKOPE, which will take approximately an hour, followed by tea/coffee and finger food.  Robert will then  address everyone with a chance to ask questions and have a general chat.
Please note:
To comply with Health and Safety you will need to wear closed in shoes going 
around the factory.

SKOPE designs, manufactures and markets high quality commercial refrigeration products, and domestic and light commercial heating, focusing on durability, reliability, safety and efficiency. 

ALL WELCOME

Reefton Visit
Interest has already been expressed to me from several people in our  proposed visit to Otira and Reefton in February 2008. Would you please let me (Starr Moffatt) know at our next meeting or phone me if you and/or somebody else would also be interested.
(ALL WELCOME)

From Tin Shed to Knighthood
This book is on loan at the moment, however please see Starr Moffatt so you can be put on the list
Can You Help?
Don’t forget, Dave Cave is still looking forward to receiving reminiscences from members about their working life for our magazine. Please don’t be shy. 

Colin Harrison is looking for information regarding the history of the electrical trade in the Canterbury area. To contact Colin phone 332-5807 or Colleen 342-9426 

Last Months Activity
Report by Starr Moffatt

On the 4th of August, 20 institute members visited Allied Telesis Labs Ltd, Christchurch[1]. which was hosted by Miranda de Gouw, Wayne Sangster and Michael Moffatt.

After signing in, we moved to the conference room and stood for a one-minute silence in memory of Sir Robertson Stewart. We were treated to tea and biscuits and then Wayne talked to us about Allied Telesis  and their products.
Allied Telesis was founded in Japan in 1987 by Takayoshi Oshima. Outside of Japan, the company was known as Allied Telesyn due to copyright issues, but the name became Allied Telesis International[2] (ATI) in 2006 when the name became available again. Allied Telesis is an international company with offices in 60 countries, employing 2800 people and with $600M revenue. ATI make the networking equipment that allows computers to communicate with other computers within a building or across world. 
ATI’s traditional customers are small-to-medium sized business and enterprises.  They are now targeting the service provider market (companies like Telecom/Xtra). Their triple play solution digitises voice, video and data and distributes it around a customers installation.

The Christchurch branch is one of the few research and development arms of the company and it makes the smarter networking equipment , in particular layer-3 switches[3] and routers[4]. Collectively, ATI’s products include, switches, routers, network cards, media converters, wireless devices, and network management software. Some of these products can have the option of making intelligent decisions including filtering out malicious and unwanted traffic and prioritising critical traffic e.g. voice.

From the perspective of the Christchurch arm of ATI, the ‘firm’ started life as part of the DSIR and was sold a number of times to private companies including Network Dynamics and Teltrend. In 1999 it became part of Allied Telesis Labs.

The switches and routers that are designed in Christchurch are built from the ground-up, starting from the PCB right through to the complex software that runs on them. What do these devices do you ask? Well, at its simplest level, they receive the data (packets) sent by a computer and then forward this data via a selected route to the destination device (which may be another computer). In general switches are used within an enterprise while routers are used to communicate from the enterprise to the outside world.

The complexity of the software lies in the fact that the devices need to perform many tasks while performing that simple data forwarding.  These tasks include the selection of the best path to the destination, prioritising the traffic that the network administrator deems important, keeping the data secure, checking the integrity of the data to make sure nothing has been lost or corrupted, talking to other network equipment to monitor the health and state of the network and keeping track of where stations in the network are. 
During development, prototype devices are manufactured overseas and sent back to Christchurch where they endure software testing, Highly Accelerated Lifespan Testing (HALT/HASS[5]) and performance benchmarking to find any problems.  The software and hardware is modified based on the results of these tests before they go into mass production.

The evening ended with a tour of the two buildings, including a look at the swimming pool and sauna.  We were shown through two of the labs; one where the customer support team worked and the other where system testing is largely done. Miranda, Wayne and Michael were thanked in the usual manner by the attendees and the meeting drew to a close around 10 PM.
1. http://www.alliedtelesis.co.nz/
2. http://www.alliedtelesis.com/
3. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multilayer_switch
4. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Network_router
5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_test_chambers
This Month’s Thought:

Borrow money from pessimists, they will never expect it back.
I look forward to seeing you at meeting on Wednesday 26th September 2007
Cheers Starr









