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Dear Members,
Interest has already been expressed to me from a couple of people in our  proposed visit to Otira and Reefton in February 2008. Would you please let me know at our next meeting or phone me to if you and/or somebody else would also be interested. I have included the proposed details in this months newsletter as well. (ALL WELCOME)
THIS MONTHS MEETING

DATE: 
TUESDAY 17 July 2007






TIME:
7.30pm
VENUE:
Room C201 Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of Technology. Please see 


map on page 2. 
ACTIVITY:
A talk by Neil Mosley who is the New Zealand Managing Director of 



DEVI Heating Systems Ltd.

DEVI is the worlds largest manufacturer of electric floor heating systems and is a brand of Danfoss S/A, Denmark.
Neil is a New Zealand national representative to the IEC (International Electrotechnical Commission) Technical Committee 61 (Safety of Household Appliances) since 1998 and is a member of the IEC expert groups Working Group WG14 and Project Team PT106. These expert groups advise the IEC on technical issues relating to the development of standards for floor heating systems.
ALL WELCOME
FROM TIN SHED TO KNIGHTHOOD

This book is on loan at the moment, however please see Starr Moffatt so you can be put on the list
 CAN YOU HELP

Don’t forget, Dave Cave is still looking forward to receiving reminiscences from members about their working life for our magazine. Please don’t be shy. 

Colin Harrison is looking for information regarding the history of the electrical trade in the Canterbury area. To contact Colin phone 332-5807 or Colleen 342-9426 
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LAST MONTHS VISIT
Electrical Institute Canterbury Branch Visit to Havill’s Meadery 
Report by Starr Moffatt
About 12 people attended our June 2007 meeting which was a visit to Havills Mazer Mead Co. Ltd.
First our host, Leon Havill, welcomed us in their manufacturing area and then proceeded to tell us some interesting facts about Mead. We were told how some words and sayings related to Mead, which is made from fermented honey, came into being. A couple of examples are, where the word honeymoon come from and what does pegging out mean. Do you want to know the answers? Well you will have to visit Havill’s Meadery (
Leon then mentioned that he has been in this business for 43years. Before that he worked on his father’s farm and was not too impressed with the commitment of 365.25 days a year required to be a cow cocky. After buying the property at Fernside, Leon thought that planting grapes for making wine would be an attractive proposition. He phoned an expert on the subject at Christchurch University who proceeded to tell him that he would be better off planting grapes in Malborough and better still Australia. After giving this some thought a suggestion of making Mead came up, Mead was becoming a dying art. Years ago when candles were made, often at home, a by product was the honey in which the Mead was made from. In fact Monks in Monasteries used to make Mead because they produced a large number of candles. Leon and his wife Gabrielle then decided to manufacture Mead. It took some time to find the secret of producing consistent brews. Sometimes the brew would suddenly ferment after a week or so and sometimes it might take months. A reliable and consistent brew is now been achieved after experimentally finding the correct yeast  recipe. Leon mentioned that each type of honey e.g. clover, manuka etc require their own type of yeast. 
The next part of our activity was to sample the various types of Mead ;-)  During this time Leon entertained us with a large amount of highly factual information including, how their Mead single handedly increased the local birth rate, why he now has a collection of walking sticks and that my moustache would grow to the same size as Jimmy Edward’s after drinking Mead…. A fun night!
We sampled the following: Mead made from, clover honey, manuka honey and  rata honey. Leon also served warmed Mead. Not only is Mead a very enjoyable drink but is reputed to have aphrodisiac qualities as well as not giving the consumer a hangover. Leon suggest you do your own research regarding these claims.
At the finish of the evening we were invited into their house where Gabrielle kindly made a cup of tea for us. Starr then thanked Leon and Gabrielle for the very enjoyable evening which was carried by acclamation. 
PROPOSED FEBRUARY 2008 ACTIVITY
I have offers for our Institute to visit two interesting sites on the West Coast.
  The first is a conducted tour of the Otira Railway tunnel ventilation system which is a surprisingly large and complex installation that runs unattended in a very unusual setting.
  The second is a visit to the new Oceana Gold refining plant near Reefton where my brother is one of the electricians.
  My idea (with help from Starr) is to make a weekend trip of it starting on Saturday in Christchurch, travelling to Cass to inspect the Grasmere power station, Arthurs Pass for morning tea then over the hill to inspect the tunnel installation.  

  From Otira we need a lunch stop and a short visit then through to Reefton for dinner and arranged accommodation.

  Sunday we visit the displays of relics from the first electric street lighting plant in the Southern Hemisphere before going to the Gold  Refining Plant at Crushington.

  Lunch could be at the Maruia Springs Hotel with a chance to inspect their generating plant,  (this replaced the Pelton Wheel set that is under restoration  at Akaroa), before returning to Christchurch
  Ideas for other visits on the way.
· Lunch at the Cooperites at Haupri,  Lunch at the Station House Cafe Moana, Lunch at the Blackball Hilton.

· An address from a local historian re the birth of the NZ Labour Party or the Miners Union
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· An address from a local historian re the Gold mining at Reefton.

· Gold Dredge near Blackball if it has started operation in time.

· Visit a working coal mine.

· Dillmanstown power system near Kumara

· Arnold river Power station. Proposed new Arnold river power station.

· Blacks point Museum and Reefton School of Mines
http://www.oceanagold.com/

Reefton Electric Lighting History

http://library.christchurch.org.nz/Heritage/photos/disc3/IMG0075.asp

http://library.bullerdc.govt.nz/cgi-bin/library/liinquiry?acc=00037240

http://www.blackballhilton.co.nz/

http://www.nzmuseums.co.nz/MuseumDetail.asp?MuseumID=28

http://www.reefton.co.nz/

http://www.coalnz.com/mines-terrace.htm

http://homepages.ihug.co.nz/~sth/stathsecafe.html

http://www.ats.org.au/wmview.php?ArtID=76

http://www.nzine.co.nz/features/arthurspass.html

This is a start, lets see what you as members come back with.
Malcolm Teasdale
ELECTRICAL MUSEUM

This was mentioned to me at a previous meeting. Is there someone amongst us who has their own private electrical museum? If so please let me, (Starr), know.

This months thought:

The sooner you fall behind, the more time you have to catch up
I look forward to seeing you at meeting on  Tuesday 17th July 2007, 7.30pm
Cheers Starr
Back to Canterbury pages
