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Dear Members,
Our committee hopes you all had a great Christmas and New Year break. Best wishes for 2009.

Thanks again to Malcolm for another interesting family history reminisce. 
Please also read POSITION OF SECRETARY/TREASURER in this newsletter. 
THIS MONTHS ACTIVITY
 SUNDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2009
In keeping with our previous February meetings, this meeting will take form of an outing in which we hope you and members from other branches will attend as well as other interested friends and family members.

(a) Visit to Plains Museum and The Lynns Woodworking museum at the Tinwald Domain.

Directions: This is on the other side of the railway line and the signposted turn off is near the southern end of Tinwald. Once over the railway line just follow the asphalt road and the signposts. 
Time: 
10.30am until 12.30pm Sunday 15th February 2009

Host: John French.

The Plains Museum has many types of exhibits. They are particularly proud of their rail exhibits which includes the oldest running loco in NZ  and the first and last steam locomotive to run on the main trunk line in the South Island. The Lynns Woodworking Museum has an exhibition of ornamental woodturning that is second only to the Smithsonian Institute! They have specialised equipment there for this to produces these items. This Museum is also very worthwhile seeing.
Donations to help keep these Museums viable: Plains Museum $5.00 per person and $3.00 Woodworking Museum per person.
(b) BBQ (Wet or dry) 

Thanks goes to Malcolm.
Our Branch will provide the following; Tea, coffee, milk, bread, butter, sausages and tomato sauce.  
Time:
12.40pm until 1.30-2.00pm Sunday 15th February 2009 at the Ashburton Airport.

The Ashburton Aviation Museum Society has kindly agreed to allow us to have our BBQ on their property, including use of their toilet facilities and some shelter if it rains etc.
Directions: From Tinwald. Go through Ashburton via West Street and turn right just before the racecourse corner. Turn left after going over the railway lines, then take the first turn right. (Follow the Airport signs). Proceed down this road,(Seafield Road) for approximately 4km. Go passed the western corner of the Airport and the sweeping left hand bend. Do not take the sweeping right hand bend that follows. Instead go almost straight on near the beginning of the bend. (Follow the sign). Proceed past the Aero Club until you get to the Museum.

(c) Guided tour of the Ashburton Aviation Museum at the Ashburton Airport

Time:
1.30-2.00pm until approximately 4.00pm Sunday 15th February 2009

The Ashburton Aviation Museum Society has 12-14 aircraft on display ranging from a Tiger Moth to a Harrier. Member(s) from their Society will be there for our group to answer questions and/or give a guided tour. It is intended that we will finish our visit at the Ashburton Aviation Museum at 4.00-4.30pm.

As a bonus, it is likely that the Catalina amphibian will be on the field that day, and may be available for joy-rides, possibly at $100 per trip.

Donation:
A donation of $5.00 per person who visits the museum, makes the day viable for their Society.
Please note: 
Nothing is compulsory. Just attend the activities that suit you.



Please arrange your own transport.



Everybody is welcome. (I am also hoping that, like the 2008 Februarys activity, members from 

other Branches of the Institute will join in etc).



The donations mentioned in this newsletter are correct.( November 2008 newsletter were 

incorrect)


The times mentioned are a reasonable guide and there may be some variance due to 


circumstances on the day. 

POSITION OF SECRETARY TREASURER.

It is with very much regret that we advise of the resignation of our long standing Secretary/Treasurer, Colleen Payne effective 28 February.

This was accepted with great regret. Colleen’s dedicated work for the last 18 years has meant that the business activities of our branch functioned flawlessly during this time and she will be greatly missed. On behalf of our members, the committee would like to thank Colleen for her hard work and wish her and Len all the best for the future.

Therefore, as the saying goes “things change and we need to move on”, we are now asking for expressions of interest from our membership for the office of Secretary Treasurer.

Colleen has sent me the following information regarding the hours involved.
In the year 1st September 2007 to 31st August 2008 (last financial year), I spent 111 hours for the year. 
Busiest time is the first half of the year as financial statements have to be completed and subscription accounts sent out. 

The Secretary and Treasurer jobs could be split enabling the workload to be spread between two people but ideally we would prefer one person.

If you have the experience for the combined position or the individual roles, please contact Malcolm (03) 922 9464 or Starr Moffatt (03) 358 4256 to register your expression of interest and some details of your experience. A  remuneration will be paid.

Without this important position being filled the Branch cannot function and there is some urgency for us to make an appointment(s)

 Thank you.
NOVEMBER 2008 BRANCH ACTIVITY
OLD TIMERS/ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND REMITS 
Our November meeting combined our annual “Old Timers Dinner” and our AGM. It was held at the Hoon Hay Buffet in Tankerville Rd on the 23rd of November 2008 where all enjoyed catching up with old friends over drinks and then the buffet style meal that followed.

After the meal we retired to a quiet corner and conducted our AGM for 2008. The meeting was brief with little business to conduct and your long serving committee was re-elected unchanged unopposed. 

 Our fees remain the same as last year with the meeting voting to absorb the ever increasing capitation fees from national office. There were no remits.

Malcolm Teasdale 
FOR SALE
HP Series 85 Data Acquisition System complete with Model 75 Computers, Data Acquisition

Units, Input and Output Interfacing Modules, Disk Drive Unit, Printer, so the list goes on. Please contact Bob Gordon, at the University of Canterbury. 

Family History Recorded

The Fishing trip.
 Early last century the growing Stephen family were living at Mt Somers where Charles senior and some of the adult sons worked in the coal mines.

 The Stephens and their cousins the Harris’s where known for their strong bodies and strong work ethic but like many in the industry they had little regard for authority and where inclined to get up to hi-jinks in their spare time.

 Late summer found the boys (names withheld to protect their innocent descendents) with a rare commodity for the time, a car, a driver and petrol.  To supplement the meagre fare on the families’ tables a fishing trip was organised.

 Late one evening the boys traveled up the Ashburton river gorge and spent an exciting evening trying to catch the elusive salmon that where congregating in the headwaters for spawning. In those days the Ashburton River had a respectable salmon run and their fathers had described to them the art of catching salmon with just a handkerchief. 

 In theory you sneak up behind a resting salmon using the current to hold the handkerchief against your hand then firmly grasp the fish at the root of the tail and heave it out to the man on the bank. The handkerchief allows for a firm grip on the slippery fish without which even a strong man with a large hand cannot hold a salmon.  

 With a lot of enthusiasm but little skill especially in the stealth mode the boys had a wild evening but only managed to catch one fish, this was secured in a wet sugar-bag and placed under the rear seat of the car. The car had no boot as we know it but there was storage compartment provided under the hinged back seat.

 With the fish safely stowed the boys headed for home but as they reached “Blowing Point’ in the gorge they were stopped by the local policeman. With guilt written all over their wet clothes the boys where lined up beside the car and the policeman went straight to the backseat, lifted it and inspected the storage compartment by the light of his torch.

 He then advised the boys to stay out of trouble and they all returned to Mt Somers!

 How they escaped being arrested and charged with poaching confounded the boys until they arrived home and inspected their car themselves. When they had stowed the fish it was deeper than the storage compartment and when they dropped the seat the fish had firmly wedged between the seat springs. When the seat was lifted the fish went up with it leaving the compartment empty. The policeman with his dim torch had focused on the compartment and missed the fish shaped sugar-bar suspended above it in the springs of the seat. It maybe that having to keep a wary eye on the large trouble makers lined up outside the car was sufficient distraction to allow for the obvious to be missed.

  In recent years an old uncle demonstrated the handkerchief method of fishing and with steadiness of an elder he made it look remarkably simple. Surprisingly if undisturbed the salmon will accept a handkerchief covered hand grasping it by the tail but the moment you try to move the fish all hell breaks out.

Mt Somers is a comfortable day trip from Christchurch and has a wealth of historic and sub alpine walkways and fascinating geology.  At the start of the road inland Ashburton Gorge Rd there are two tiny very old cottages both of which housed the Stephen family at various times. The trip up the gorge and on to the Ashburton lakes leads to spectacular scenery some of which appears in the Lord of the Rings but sadly the further reaches are still unsealed.  

Malcolm Teasdale

Links 

http://localeye.info/pages/?catId=1068 http://www.ashburtondistrict.co.nz/newzealand/mtsomers/
http://www.ashburtondistrict.co.nz/newzealand/film/index.cfm (Lord of the Rings)

http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-visit/canterbury/raukapuka/mt-somers-conservation-area/
http://tramper.co.nz/?293
THIS MONTHS THOUGHT

It's easier to get older than it is to get wiser

Looking forward to seeing you on Sunday 15th February 2009 at Tinwald.
Cheers 
Starr









