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Dear Members,
Our committee hopes you had an enjoyable and refreshing holiday so that your batteries are now fully recharged which will enable you annihilate all the challenges of 2008.
THIS MONTHS MEETING
NZEI Canterbury Branch Trip February 2008
A big thank you to Malcolm for his effort in organizing this.
THE FOLLOWING ARE UPDATES TO OUR DECEMBER 2007 NEWSLETTER.
Based on the number of interested people there will be a Christchurch-Reefton-Christchurch minibus trip which will cost each person $60. Payment by cash or cheque when joining the bus please.

Time/place to catch the bus:

0915 Hrs. Caltex Service Station Corner Russley and Yaldhurst Roads.
Note.
(1) There will be other cars at the Service Station with spare seats in case there are more people who require transport. 
(2) If you want to go by bus and are running late please phone:

 Malcolm (Cell 021 888 923) so that a car can wait until you arrive at the Service Station.

(3) Our return will be to the same place at about 1830 Hrs on Sunday and a cell phone will be available to advise of any change to this time or arrange pick ups on arrival.
The “4 wheel drive gold mine etc tour” bus trip at Reefton ($50 per person) has been extended to include a visit to Reefton’s famous old power house site and the trip will now probably take 4 hours. Please see the article about this trip at the end of this newsletter.(Also note the clothing you need to wear at the mine. Long sleeve shirt (no shorts), long trousers, long sleeve shirt, and sturdy enclosed foot ware (no sneakers)).
For the Dinner at Reefton we have “overbooked” when compared to the number of people who have expressed interest. The idea behind that is to give people who have not yet expressed interest an opportunity to attend. The meals are good basic pub fare with most mains under $20. Payment by cash or efpos. 
Malcolm will show a railway crossing control system at Georges Rd level crossing opposite the Mud House Winery SHW1 just south of Waipara. 
The December newsletter mentioned to turn left to Stillwater after Otira this should be turn right.

CHECK LIST.
 (1) 
Bring insect repellent, sun block and a hat, strong enclosed shoes, long trousers, long sleeve shirt and appropriate clothing in case the weather becomes inclement. We had ideal weather on our last two outings, hopefully the weather will behave itself this time as well.

(2) 
Bring your medication, of course. A good idea is to take a list of the medications you are using in case of emergencies. (I thank another member for this suggestion) 
(3) 
If you participate in the trip to Oceana you are required to wear the following clothing during the mine visit: Long sleeve shirt, long trousers (no shorts), and sturdy enclosed foot ware (no sneakers).
(4) 
Please carry some food and drink with you in case we are delayed.

(5) 
Take this newsletter for instruction and if possible a cell phone, however it will not work in some places. Malcolm’s cell phone number is: 021 888 923
(6) 
Take your camera.:-)

(7) 
Nothing is compulsory.
(8) 
Everybody is welcome.
(9) 
Have an enjoyable time! 
ITINERARY. 

Saturday 23 February 2008

0915 Hrs Depart from Caltex Service Station Corner Russley and Yaldhurst Roads 

1030 Hrs Arrive Craigieburn Road Cass Power Station 

1130 Hrs Arthurs Pass for Lunch 

1300 Hrs Visit Otira Tunnel Fan System Western Portal 

1600 Hrs Arrive Brunner Mine site 

1730 Hrs Depart for Reefton 1730 Hrs

1830 Hrs Reefton book in to accommodation 

1930 Hrs Reefton drinks and dinner with guest speaker. Inanguhua Arms Hotel, Buller Rd Reefton. 

Sunday 24 February 2008

0900 Hrs Meet Reefton Visitors Centre Broadway 

0900 Hrs Conducted tour of historic Reefton and visit to the Oceana Gold mine site.

1300 Hrs Lunch Reefton

1400 Hrs Depart Reefton to Maruia Springs Thermal Resort Lewis Pass

1500 Hrs Afternoon tea and power station visit Maruia Springs Thermal Resort

1600 Hrs Depart for Christchurch

1730 Hrs Brief Stop Georges Rd Waipara

1830 Hrs Arrive Christchurch

DIRECTIONS. 
As before you arrive in the Cass area watch for Lake Grassmere on your right. This is the water source for the Grassmere power station. After the lake take the next right into Craigieburn Road (before Cass) and travel 0.6 km until you see the warning signs for the railway crossing. About 50 meters before these signs turn hard left onto the grass access road and travel west to park opposite the gates that lead across to the power station.

Access is by a 100m walk across a paddock so strong shoes are required and a weather proof jacket should be carried in case of inclement weather.

Hi-vis vests will be issued at this point and must be worn whilst on Ontrack property here and at the Otira tunnel. Tea and coffee will be on site waiting for us.

From the Cass Power Station we travel to Arthurs Pass for an early lunch. Those of you that have not traveled this road for many years will be stunned by the improvements to the tea rooms.

After lunch we drive over the pass and turn hard left immediately after passing through the railway underpass and travel about 3 km up the access road to the tunnel portal. The access road can be a little rough so take care.

Access to this site is via a walkway on the rail bridge. Ontrack staff will advise when it is clear of trains and guide the party across. High vis vests must be worn at all times when at this site.

From the Otira tunnel we travel to Jacksons and turn right immediately after the Jacksons Pub to travel to Stillwater. Be aware that this route includes a right turn at the tee intersection at Inchbonnie and a left turn at the tee intersection at Rotomanu, both are signposted but are easily missed. From Rotomanu, follow the highway through to Stillwater. As you enter Stillwater pause for a moment beside the cemetery which includes the grave of the victims of the Brunner Mine disaster, New Zealand’s worst mining disaster. Their mass grave is marked by the tall monument visible from the road.

In Stillwater turn right at the tee intersection (at the bottom of the hill) and take the next left to cross the Grey River and travel down stream 3 km to the Brunner Mine site. A local historian will meet us on site and guide us around this fascinating early industrial site. He is also an expert on coal mining industrial relations and will share his knowledge with anyone interested! Tea and coffee will be on site waiting for us.

From Brunner we travel to Reefton via the Blackball road arriving in time to check into our accommodation and meet for drinks and dinner at the Inanguhua Arms Hotel in Buller Road.

The curator of the Blacks Point Museum will join us for dinner and afterwards he will give us an outline of the history of Reefton and the mining that earn it the nick name Quartztroplois.

Sunday 24th February 2007

In the morning I have arranged an optional four hour guided bus tour of Reefton.

Those who are going with the tour group meet at the visitors centre on Broadway at 0900 Hrs others are free to explore Reefton and meet the group for lunch at 1300 Hrs.

Unfortunately for health and safety reasons access to the Oceana Gold site has been restricted to parties traveling with the tour operator. The cost of the tour is $50 per person which is a group concession rate. This is a complete package which includes paid admission to the underground experience at the visitors centre, entry to the Blacks Point Museum, visit to the old power house site, and tea and scones at the Bearded Miners camp. Plus the bus, driver and tour guide. The driver and guide are knowledgeable and enthusiastic and this tour will be the highlight of the trip. See more information at the end of this newsletter.
All people who take the tour must wear strong enclosed footwear, long trousers and long sleeves. Safety hats, safety glasses and hi-vis vests will be issued when we meet at the visitors centre.  

Starting with admission to the visitors centre’s underground mining simulation and displays. 

Then a conducted tour of the original power station site. We hope to have Graham Hunter who started as an apprentice electrician in Reefton in 1946 when the last power station was still running join us here. 

A visit to the Blacks Point Museum where the Pelton Wheel driven stamping battery will be operating for us. This is possibly the only stamping battery still in operating condition in the world and it is still driven by a working Pelton Wheel! 

From here we travel on to Crushington and up the hill to Oceana Golds Globe mining operation. At the mine site we will be taken to a lookout point for an overview of the mining operation and to watch the 100 tonne payload trucks struggling up the steep haul roads to the ore dump. Then we get see the control room from where refining operations are managed in minute detail and then for the agile members a walk through the multi layered refining plant where the hard rock is ground down in a huge ball mill and the iron sulphides and sulphides of gold are extracted for shipment to the Otago plant for final processing.
At conclusion Keith Teasdale will take us through the main switchroom and give us some insight to the large and complex electrical systems needed to keep this operation running.

On the return trip we get to see some of the untouched mixed beech forest that the Victoria Range is famous for before returning to Reefton 

On our return to Reefton we get to meet the Bearded Miners and enjoy billy tea and scones before rejoining the rest of the party for lunch.

Following lunch in Reefton we travel to Maruia Springs Thermal Resort where the manager or one of the maintenance staff will show us round their stand alone 160 KW power system and give us a brief history of the establishment. Following afternoon tea on the terrace overlooking the hot pools the trip will conclude with a leisurely drive home with a brief stop off at Waipara to see a state of the art crossing alarm installation
Enquiries
Please contact

Malcolm Teasdale (03) 3229464 (Cell 021 888 923) email teasdale@ihug.co.nz 

Starr Moffatt (03) 358-4256 email moffatts@ihug.co.nz
ACCOMMODATION.
At you own expense. See list below for some of the available accommodation in Reefton. Please make your own bookings.

(All are within walking distance of the Inanguhua Arms Hotel in Buller Road.)

Malcolm Teasdale

BELLBIRD MOTELS

93 Broadway, Reefton, New Zealand 


Freephone 0800 Bellbird (0800 235 524)New Zealand Only

Phone: 64 3 732 8444  Fax: 64 3 732 8444  Email: bellbird.motel@xtra.co.nz

LANTERN COURT MOTELS

Corner Broadway and Smith St, Reefton, New Zealand 
Lantern Court Motel

Phone:  64 3 732 8574  Fax: 64 3 732 8573  Email: lanterncourt@xtra.co.nz

REEFTON AUTO LODGE (DAWSON’S ON BROADWAY)

74 Broadway, Reefton, New Zealand 


Phone: 64 3 732 8406  Fax: 64 3 732 8406  Email: reefton@xtra.co.nz

HOTEL REEFTON

75 Broadway, Reefton, New Zealand 


Phone:64 3 732 8447  Fax: 64 3 732 8427

WILSONS HOTEL

32 Broadway, Reefton, New Zealand 
Wilsons Hotel

Phone: 
64 3 732 8800 
0800HOTEL1 (0800468351) New Zealand only

Fax: 
64 3 732 8221  Email: wilsons_hotel@hotmail.com

BED & BREAKFAST

ALFRESCOS ACCOMMODATION

16 (Upper)  Broadway, Reefton, New Zealand 


Phone: 
64 3 732 8513 


Fax: 
64 3 732 8504

Email: 
paula.reefton@xtra.co.nz

REEF COTTAGE BED & BREAKFAST

51-55 Broadway, Reefton, New Zealand 


Freephone 0800 770 440  New Zealand Only Phone: 64 3 732 8440

Fax: 64 3 732 8440  Email: reefton@clear.net.nz  Website: www.reefcottage.co.nz 

Rates: Summer - $110 to $140 double. Single/reduced rates/party bookings available.

QUARTZ LODGE 78 Shiel St,  Reefton, New Zealand 


Phone: 
64 3 732 8383 
 Fax: 
64 3 732 8083  Email: quartz-lodge@xtra.co.nz

BACKPACKERS

REEFTON OLD BREAD SHOP BACKPACKERS 157 Buller Road Reefton 


Phone: 64 3 732 8420  Fax: 64 3 732 8620 Email: Breadshopbackpackers@gmail.com

Double rooms (with linen) $20.00 per person Backpackers dorm room $16.00 per person

THE OLD NURSES HOME ACCOMMODATION & BACKPACKERS

104 Shiel St, Reefton,  New Zealand  

Phone:  64 3 732 8881 Fax: 64 3 732 8981 Email:reeftonretreat@hotmail.com

REEFTON GOLD MINE TOUR

The following information was provided by our tour operator.

The tour is a personalised tour of 3hr 1/2hrs duration, and with the additional side trip to the powerhouse site (at your request) is more likely to be of 4hrs duration.  We will also include a visit to the technology centre at the mine where the complexity of the processing operation is managed.  'Teasy' your brother will give the overview of the control room and technology centre for your group.

As you'll see by the itinerary below, as well as offering the exclusive visit to the new gold mine at the Globe, we visit and interpret as part of the gold story the Reefton Visitor Centre, Blacks Point Gold Stamper Battery and the Bearded Miners on Broadway.   Our tour is not just about one gold mine (even thought that's its focus) its about the story of Reefton and its distinctive hard rock mining. This puts the past underground hard rock mining and the present mining into a very good context for people to understand. 

The tour includes transport on our air-conditioned 4WD bus and morning / afternoon tea.  To meet the stringent H&S requirements of the mine, we have a host to visitor ratio of 1:10 - which is great as it does provide that personalised approach!  In addition we provide full personal protective equipment (PPE) of hard hat, safety glasses and vest .  

Our Globe visit offers you a rare and intimate experience of the actual mine, and you'll certainly not  be a bystander!!!

You get to: 

Visit the extensive mine pit, and to travel down the haul road for a short distance to the pit edge (subject to weather and operational conditions) and get a miners view of the giant excavators working to load the ore into the massive 100 tonne dump trucks

Walk through the processing plant, up and down ladder ways and past the large concentrating tanks, see the large ball mill operating, and the ore concentrate being produced - you'll even be able to touch gold!!!  You'll also get to meet and chat with the plant crew.  For your visit the technological side will be more comprehensively explained.

Visit one of the nearby natural areas, with a walk along the old Union Pack track, and experience the lush rainforest of the surrounding Victoria Conservation Park and see and hear the native birds, robins, bellbirds and tuis, as well as the occasional kaka

Witness the professional mine and environmental management 

Understand what modern mining is all about

Understand the scale and activity of the historic underground mining 

On the way to the mine, we set the scene historically with Reefton and gold: 

You'll have a personalised tour of Reefton's nationally renowned visitor centre

We take you into the underground Quartzopolis mine and describe the miner and his work environment of the 1870s

We travel past some of Reefton's important historic buildings such as the Reefton Courthouse and School of Mines

We visit the Blacks Point Museum's working stamper battery and see how gold was extracted historically

We pass some of the West Coast's grand scenery

On the return journey, you get to:

Hear some of the tales of the old timers

Meet some of Reefton's colourful characters, the Bearded Miners and share with them some 'Billy' tea and have a scone, or if it's the evening,  return to Wilson's Miners Hotel for perhaps a glass of Monteiths, the Coast's signature beer

Health and Safety:

Because we are entering the mine environment all visitors are subject to Ocean's Gold NZ Limited Health and Safety requirements.

You will be provided with a safety helmet, hi viz vest and safety glasses.  You'll need to wear a long sleeve shirt, and long trousers (no shorts) and also wear sturdy, enclosed footwear - sneakers are not appropriate nor are open toed or open top shoes

You must not be under the influence of alcohol or drugs that would affect your safety in the mine environment - this will disqualify you from the tour

You must follow the directions of your tour hosts at all times

In essence the Globe mine tours are about experiencing the past and the future of Reefton's distinctive hardrock gold mining industry.  

An industry that historically provided 2,000,000 oz of gold between 1870 and 1951.

Oceana Gold NZ Limited, New Zealand's largest gold producer has rekindled the local industry with the opening of its Globe  Mine near Reefton.  It's based on the old underground  Globe /  Progress mine in which men toiled below to produce 416,000oz of gold from quartz reefs.

Today the company is in search of the gold associated with the sulphides that formed a halo around the old reefs.  Oceana predicts that it will extract 60,000 oz of gold from the mine for each of the 7 years of the mines operation.  The new mine is an extensive open pit operation that uses heavy machinery to extract the ore and carry it to the processing plant where a gold bearing concentrate is produced.  This material is then trucked / railed / trucked to the company's large Macraes gold mine operation for final processing.

THIS MONTH’S THOUGHT:
Eagles may soar, but weasels don’t get sucked into jet engines.
I look forward to seeing you during the Reefton trip 23/24th February 2008
Cheers Starr









